
R 

Global Fire Emission Estimates for 2009-2010 
Derived From GOME-2 HCHO Columns 

M. Bauwens (maiteb@aeronomie.be)1, T. Stavrakou1, J.-F. Muller1, I. De Smedt1, M. Van Roozendael1, G. R. van der Werf2, C. Wiedinmyer3 , M. George4, and C. Clerbaux4,5 

1Belgian Institute for Space Aeronomy, BIRA-IASB, Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Brussels, Belgium, 2Faculty of Earth and Life Sciences, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 3Atmospheric Chemistry Division, NCAR, 1850 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder, Colorado, 80305, US, 

4UPMC Univ. Paris 6; Université Versailles St. Quentin; CNRS/INSU, LATMOS-IPSL, Paris, France  5Spectroscopie de l’Atmosphère, Service de Chimie Quantique et Photophysique, University of Brussels 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Formaldehyde (HCHO) is a key intermediate product in the oxidation chain of the emitted VOCs in the atmosphere. Anthropogenic, 
pyrogenic and biogenic precursors constitute a significant part of the total HCHO production, the remainder sourced from methane 
oxidation. An important contribution of 30% on the global scale comes from biogenic sources, and dominates over other sources during 
the growing season. Anthropogenic sources are responsible for only 6% and biomass burning for 3% of the global HCHO source. In 
addition, besides photochemistry, HCHO is also directly emitted by biomass burnig and fossil fuel combustion. HCHO is removed mainly 
through OH oxidation and photolysis.  
In this work we derive global fire estimates for NMVOCs using HCHO columns retrieved from the Global Ozone Monitoring Experiment-2 
(GOME-2) instrument as top-down constraints in an inversion scheme. The Global Fire Emission Database version 3 (GFEDv3, van der Werf 
et al., 2010) is used as bottom-up inventory for fire emissions in the IMAGESv2 global chemistry-transport model. The agreement between 
modelled and GOME-2 HCHO columns is optimized using the adjoint technique (Stavrakou et al., 2009). This method allows for the 
optimization of emission strengths at the model resolution and provides a differentiation among the emission sources.  
Monthly updated fire estimates are obtained for 2009 and 2010 at a resolution of 2°x2.5°. They are evaluated through comparison with the 
Fire Inventory from NCAR (FINN, Wiedinmyer et al., 2011) for the target years. Further, CO columns retrieved from IASI (George et al., 
2009) are compared with CO simulated columns over fire affected regions using the a priori and the optimized fire emissions. 

GOME-2 HCHO columns - New version (2012) 
 
HCHO vertical tropospheric columns have been retrieved from GOME-2 observations between 2007 and 2011, using 
an improved version of the algorithms previously developed for the GOME and SCIAMACHY instruments (De Smedt et 
al., 2010). The product includes a detailed error estimate and the averaging kernel for every observation. 
Main features of the new retrieval scheme include (i) a two-step fitting procedure that strongly reduces the 
interferences between HCHO and BrO, and (ii) a modified DOAS approach allowing a better handling of the strong 
O3 absorption effects. These corrections lead to a significant scatter reduction in the slant columns and improve the 
agreement with coincident SCIAMACHY observations. Furthermore, an asymmetric Gaussian line shape is fitted during 
the calibration of the spectra, allowing to take into account changes of the GOME-2 slit function with time and to 
mitigate the instrumental degradation effects on H2CO retrievals. 
 
Additionally, external parameters used for the tropospheric air mass factor computation have been updated. We use 
the monthly albedo climatology of Kleipool et al.(2008) at the resolution of 0.5°, Frescov6 cloud product (Wang et al., 
2008) and daily a priori profile shapes from IMAGESv2 at the resolution of 2°x2.5°. The present version of the HCHO 
columns is available on the TEMIS website (http://h2co.aeronomy.be). 
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 Global : decrease by 12% in 2009, a by 32% in 2010 
 
 S. America 2010 : Strong flux reduction by 50% in Aug-Sep, more 

substantial decrease (70%) in Acre (Brazil). Those findings are 
supported by model/IASI comparisons, where the a priori 
overestimation of more than a factor of 2 gives way to a within-30% 
agreement. FINN for Aug-Sep is much closer to the optimized flux 
(GFEDv3 : 30 Tg, optimized : 14 Tg, FINN : 18.6Tg)  

 Africa : Annual flux is reduced wrt GFEDv3 for both years, by 25% in 
N. Africa, by 17-20% in S. Africa.  FINN is closer to the optimized 
fluxes  

 Russia-China border 2009 : factor of 2 increase in springtime  
 Alaska 2009 : flux increase by up to 2.4 
 Canada 2010 : 30% higher emission inferred in British Columbia, x2 

increase in Saskatchewan in August 
 Russia 2010 : x2-4 increase wrt GFEDv3 in late July & August 
 

In South Asia, the high emission of FINN inventory in springtime leads to too high CO model columns and is 
not supported by the comparisons with CO columns from IASI 
 
In Amazonia, the observed CO column peak occurs one month later than the HCHO column peak. The FINN 
estimate offers a better model/CO agreement in this case 

Results from inversion 

Inferred isoprene fluxes are lower than the a priori from MEGAN-ECMWF, 
the strongest flux reductions are found in southeastern US, N.Africa and S. 
Asia, in line with a past inversion study constrained by SCIAMACHY HCHO 
(Stavrakou et al. ACP, 2009) 

Evaluation of the results 

• Over North America 
The very low FINN emission during the Alaskan fires in July 2009 is not supported by the 
inversion which suggests a further increase of the flux by ~70%. The emission due to the 
Saskatchewan fires in July 2010 is found to be decreased and closer to the FINN inventory 
; in June of 2010, the a posteriori solution is identical to the GFEDv3 estimate due to the 
absence  of HCHO data for this month. Big difference between the two inventories over 
Southern Mexico in April, the inversion supports the lower value of GFEDv3 in 2009, but 
in 2010 FINN’s higher emission allows for a better model/data agreement. 
 
• Over Russia 
In April-May of both years the inversion cannot help to decide which inventory captures 
best the emission from the Western Siberian fires and the Russia-China- Mongolia border 
fires due to the lack of satellite observations. The timing of the summer peak in GFEDv3 is 
changed after inversion and is in better agreement with FINN. In July, the fire events in 
both inventories are localized in the easternmost Siberia and their flux is decreased after 
the optimization. In August, the extensive fires that occurred in European Russia are 
found to be underestimated by both GFEDv3 and FINN. An increase of up to a factor of 5 
is inferred in the region between Moscow and Nijni Novgorod. 
 
• Over South America 
The very low emissions of GFEDv3 over Amazonia in 2009’s burning season provide a very 
good agreement with the observed HCHO columns, contradicting the high FINN emission. 
The 2010 fires are much more intense than in 2009, but their magnitude appears to be 
strongly overestimated (factor of 2) in GFEDv3, but is captured quite well in FINN. 
 

Ratios of the optimized by the a priori (GFEDv3) biomass burning emissions in 2009 and 2010 
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• Over South Asia 
The emission inventories disagree strongly on their estimates in this region. 
FINN is higher by almost a factor of 2 on an annual basis, and by factor of 4 in 
March 2009. The inversion infers a strong reduction of the fire source 
strength, especially in 2010, from 13 Tg in GFEDv3 to 6.7 Tg. 

ACCENT-IGAC-GEIA Conference 
Emissions to Address Science and Policy Needs 

June 11-13, Toulouse, France 

http://h2co.aeronomy.be/
http://h2co.aeronomy.be/
http://h2co.aeronomy.be/
http://h2co.aeronomy.be/
http://h2co.aeronomy.be/
http://h2co.aeronomy.be/
http://h2co.aeronomy.be/
http://h2co.aeronomy.be/
http://h2co.aeronomy.be/

